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A decision on whether to recon-
sider the welfare of horses used in
the carriage tour industry has yet
to be stabled two months after
the city first mentioned the issue.

Last week, the city’s Tourism
Commission consulted Mike
Miller, president of the Carriage
Operators of North America. He
told the commission that
Charleston has a good policy, but
it should be reviewed regularly.
Local carriage tour industry
representatives invited Miller
here from Minnesota to evaluate
the carriage operations and
advise the commission.

C. The commission passed a reso-
lution to take “a fresh look” at
the city’s regulations, which
were created in 1993 based on
veterinarian recommendations.
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SPCA, urged the commission to

support a new study and said

that should lead to a city ordi-

nance with enforceable regula--

tions that is periodiCally

reviewed.

“Carrlage horses aren’t going
away,” he said. “The question is
whether we have proper animal
welfare.” '

Commission member and
Charleston City Councilman
Henry Fishburne said concern
about pulling horses off the
street as the temperatures
become hot and about who will
make that decision are the most
important issues.

“I think the issue here is more
of an issue of self-regulation,”

he said. /

Miller said the ‘pest situatio
would be to have a city employ
ee monitor the temperature o
the horses as well as the ambi
ent temperatures.

Currently, tour operators keeg
their own horse-care records
but a veterinarian paid by the
city makes random inspections.

Miller said that with some
33,000 carriage tours sold last
year, Charleston has the largest
carriage operation in the coun-
try besides Mackinac Island,
Mich., where the only motor
vehicles allowed are ones for
emergency services.

Adam Ferrell covers downtown.
Contact him at 937-5521 or at
aferrell @ postandcourier.com.




